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being one, I was asked my opinion, against my inclination, for if I make one wrong guess the charm will be broken; but this I ventured without any fear, that if Calder got close alongside their twenty-seven or twenty-eight sail, that by the. time the enemy had beat our fleet soundly, they would do us no harm this year."
This acute perception of the reason why it was at times desirable and proper to hurl a smaller though more efficient force against superior numbers, content that the latter, as a factor, were for the campaign annihilated,—this realization of the possible fruitfulness of a defeat, or rat ho r, of a battle wisely lost, as contrasted with what Joiuini calls the sterile glory of fighting battles merely to win them, — is one of the most marked and decisive features of Nelson's gunius as a general officer. It recurs over and over again, ami at all periods, in his correspondence, this clear and full appreciation of the relation of the parts to the whole.1 It underlay his sustained purpose during the long pursuit of the preceding months, that, if he found the allied squadron, "they would not part without a battle." Whatever else the result, that particular division would do no harm that year, and with it necessarily fell the great combination, whatever that might be, of which it was an essential factor. "Tho evtmfc would have been in the hands of Providence/' ho wrote to liar-ham ; " but we may without, I hope, vanity, boliovo that tint enemy would have been fit for no active 8orvi«e aftttr mwh a battle." There is wanting to the completeness of thin admirable impulse only the steadying resolve that ho would bidw his time, so as, to use Napoleon's phraso, to have the mcmt of the chances on his side when he attacked. This also w« know he meant to do. " I will wait, till they give mo an opportunity too tempting" to be resisted, or till they draw near the ftthoif** of Europe." In such qualification is to be seen the ftquipoim* of the highest order of ability. This tmton of dtmjxmito energy with calculating wariness was in him not so mwh a matter of reasoning, though reason fully endorsee it, us it was the gift of nature, — genius, in short. Itc»asonmg of a very high order illuminates Nelson's mental r processes and justifies his conclusions, but it is not in the power of roanon, 1 Compare, for example, ante, p. 861.